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This publication is sponsored by the Red Oak PTA Welcoming and Hospitality Committee


FIRST FACTS


Our family is new to Red Oak School.  How do I learn about District 112?
Welcome!  There are two things that you can do to learn about Red Oak School.  You can visit the District's website at www.nssd112.org.  You can also call the school office (224-765-3750) and request a phone call from the Welcoming Committee.  We would love to talk with you.

Can I tour Red Oak School?
Yes.  To make arrangements, please contact the principal.

What is the school address?
Red Oak Elementary School
530 Red Oak Lane
Highland Park, IL 60035

What are the important phone numbers/websites?
School Office:  224-765-3750 
District Office:  224-765-3000
Transportation Office:  847-674-3063
District Site:  www.nssd112.org
Red Oak Site:  
PTA Site:  www.redoak-pta.com

What are school hours?
Kindergarten           8:44 am – 11:30 am   or   12:35 pm – 3:21 pm
Grades 1 – 5           8:44 am – 3:21 pm

What happens on early dismissal days?
Typically, an early dismissal day runs the same as any other day.  It just ends early. Consult the school calendar or district website (www.nssd112.org) for dates and times.

For Kindergarten students, only the morning OR the afternoon class will meet on these days, and that class will always meet in the morning time slot.  Consult the school calendar or district website for dates and times.

Can I bring the dog to school?
No pets are allowed on school grounds.  Some children are frightened by animals and others may be allergic.  Before or after school, you may wait across the street for your child with your family pet.

Are there child care programs available for before or after school care?
There are no programs available at Red Oak School.  However, the School Office has a list of child care programs in the Highland Park area.


When it is snowing, how do I learn if school is open or closed?
North Shore School District 112 offers an automated messaging service to notify parents and staff about urgent information. The District uses this alert system to notify staff, parents, and guardians about timely information, including school closings.
The District automatically enters family names and home phone numbers into the Instant Alert System.  Users can receive messages at multiple devices, including phones, cell phones, email systems, and pagers. 

If you have any questions regarding this communication system, please contact the school office.  

What is the school calendar this year (vacation dates, holidays, etc.)?
School dates vary slightly each year. Please refer to the district website, www.nssd112.org, for this information.


TRANSPORTATION


How do I know if my child will ride a bus or walk to school?
Children who live within a 1.5 mile radius of the school are considered walkers. However, if your child’s walking route entails crossing busy intersections, your child may qualify for riding a bus.  If you are not sure about your child’s status, your transportation information typically comes in the mail during the summer.  Questions regarding bus service should be directed to Alltown Bus Service, Inc., at (847) 674-3063.  Students who do not ride a bus either walk or have someone drive them to and from school.  For questions regarding transportation, you may call the District 112 Transportation office at 847-674-3063.

May students ride their bikes to school?
Yes.  Bike racks are available in the front of the school.  Students are encouraged to lock their bikes.  The school and District 112 are not responsible for stolen or damaged property.

What is the process for dropping off and picking up my child?
If your child does not take a bus to school, you may use the Carpool Lane to drop off or pick up.  This follows the Kiss and Ride Model.  Enter the line from Red Oak Lane on the north side of the school, pulling forward when the car in front of you pulls forward. Please do not pull in front of other cars if gaps should occur.  Never block crosswalks or get out of your car.  This is drop off/pick up only.  

You may not drop students off in the fire lane directly in front of the school.  Please either use the carpool lane, or park your car in one of the lots.  Also, Highland Park law prohibits the use of handheld mobile devices while driving, or while your car is idling, near school property.  




What if I want to park the car and drop off or pick up my child?
You may do this.  However, you must park in a parking spot in one of the lots.   

Where do students go once they are dropped off at school?
Doors of arrival:
Main Entrance - Kindergarten
North Door - 1st and 4th Grades
West Door - 2nd, 3rd, and 5th Grades

Note: 3rd grade exits from the North Door at the end of the day

No child should be dropped off before 8:30 unless there for an activity sponsored by Red Oak staff. Supervision for free play begins at 8:30.  Bus riders in 1st-5th grade may have free play after the bus drops off.  Kindergarteners remain at the front door.


FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL


How do I know which classroom my child is in?
Teacher assignments are posted on the Red Oak Web Site by mid-August.  Students who attended Red Oak the previous school year received their teacher assignment in June.  If you have questions, you may contact the school office.

What supplies does my child need on the first day of school?
If you have not already purchased your school supplies through the PTA, please contact the school office for the list of supplies needed.  School supplies are also posted on the Red Oak PTA website (redoak-pta.com).

Can my child bring a water bottle to class? A snack?
Yes.  Your child should bring both a water bottle and a healthy snack to class each day.  Your child’s classroom teacher will provide you with a list of suggested healthy snacks.  


HEALTH, ABSENCES, AND ATTENDANCE


Who should I contact if I have health related questions (allergies, asthma, etc...)?
Please contact the School Nurse at extension x3759.  It is best to do this before the school year begins so that all necessary paperwork regarding administration of medicines, etc., can be completed and on file.

Can my child bring prescription medicine or cough drops to school?
All arrangements for bringing medicine to school must be made with the School Nurse.


When should I keep my child home from school?
Your child should be kept home from school if he or she has a fever.  He or she shall not return to school until fever-free for at least 24 hours.

What if my child is sick and cannot attend school?
If your child will be absent from school, please contact the School Office.

What if my child will have an extended absence due to vacation?
If your child is going to be absent due to a vacation, you need to contact his or her teacher and the School Office prior to the absence

How does my child make up work?
If your child has a planned absence, please make arrangements in advance with your child's teacher.

What happens if my child is late for school?
Students should report to the office for a tardy pass.  Parents do not walk students to classrooms when late.

What penalties are there for being late or absent?
All schools track attendance carefully.  Red Oak School will send home a letter when the number of absences or tardies becomes a concern. If tardiness or absences continue after the letter is sent, school personnel may request a parent conference or a doctor’s note to verify an illness. Excessive absences will be brought to the attention of the county truancy officer.    

What if my child has a doctor’s appointment?
If your child is going to be late to school due to a doctor’s appointment, please call the School Office if you did not send a note the previous day.  If your child needs to leave school early, please send a note on that day.  When you come to pick up your child, you must go to the School Office to sign him/her out.  If returning to school following the appointment, sign him/her back in upon return.

Does District 112 have a food allergy policy?

District 112 is not a nut-free district.  The District requires on all occasions that staff, parents and food vendors are expected to show sensitivity to food allergies. This may include the removal of all peanut and tree nut products, or other foods specific to a student’s restricted list, from the classroom and/or lunchroom.

COMMUNICATION

What is the best way to communicate with teachers?
Email, phone calls, and written notes tend to be the most efficient means of communicating with classroom teachers. All teachers have email addresses.  Email addresses are the first letter of the teacher’s first name, full last name @ nssd112.org (eg - Jeanne Banas, jbanas@nssd112.org).

In addition, all teachers have voice mail which they check when the school day ends.
Is there a school directory (Buzz Book)?
Yes.  If you have paid the PTA dues, you will receive a copy of the Buzz Book in the fall.

What is the Rocket Review?
This is the school newsletter that is sent home every other Friday during the school year by the PTA.  It is full of useful information about Red Oak School.  It is sent electronically.  Please contact the PTA president if you do not receive the Rocket Reviews to have your email added.  If you do not have regular access to email, please contact the school office to make other arrangements.

What is Open House?
Open House is an evening in the fall when you may come to meet your child's teacher and the parents of other children in your child's class.  You will also receive important information about the curriculum and classroom guidelines.  This is intended to be a parent-only event.  

What are Parent Teacher conferences?
Conferences are a one-on-one opportunity for teamwork between you and your child's teacher.  Conferences will take place once in the fall, usually November, and once in the spring, usually March.  For spring conferences, students in grades 2-5 are expected to participate in a portion of their conferences.


CURRICULUM AREAS


How is the typical day scheduled?
The daily schedule for each grade level is different. However, generally, students in grades 1-5 have about two hours of Language Arts each day, as well as about one hour of Mathematics, and about one hour of Science/Social Science.  

What are specials?
Some days, the students have the opportunity to leave their classrooms to participate in Art, Music or Library.  Each day, the students attend Physical Education.  It is a good idea for kids to leave a spare pair of gym shoes in their lockers in case they do not wear sneakers to school one day.

What extracurricular activities are there at Red Oak?

The PTA organizes after-school enrichment classes. Please visit the PTA website (redoak-pta.com) for details about which classes are offered on each day.   The school occasionally offers programs before and after school as well.





PTA (Parent-Teacher Association)

What is the PTA?

The PTA is an organization that provides educational and enriching programs and services for all children at Red Oak School and offers support to teachers and staff.  Volunteering for the PTA is an excellent way for parents to become involved in their child’s school and their education.  It is also an opportunity to meet new friends and neighbors.  There are many ways you can support the PTA—volunteering to help serve lunch on Food Days, joining a committee, working in the library, donating time or money.  The PTA welcomes your involvement in any way!

What are PTA dues?

Each Red Oak family is expected to pay an annual PTA membership of $15 per year, regardless of how many children in the family attend Red Oak. This contribution helps support the organization, which brings enriching programs, events and materials to all Red Oak students. Also included in this cost is a copy of the 2011-2012 Buzz Book and calendar stickers with PTA events and Food Days.   PTA dues are paid online during PTA registration in late August (redoak-pta.com). 

What are party fees?

Each Red Oak family is expected to pay party fees for each child in the family at the school. This money helps to support the Halloween and Valentines Day parties in the classroom.  The party fee is $8 per student.  Party fees are paid online during PTA registration in late August (redoak-pta.com).


LUNCH


What are Food Days?   How do I sign up?
Food Days are catered lunches that may be purchased through the Red Oak PTA.  The PTA offers this service three days per week as a fundraiser to benefit the school.  For additional information or to sign up for Food Days, please visit the PTA website (redoak-pta.com).  Registration for Food Days takes place in August for first semester, and in late December/early January for second semester.  You will not be able to register for Food Days if you have not paid your PTA dues.

How long do students have for lunch?
Students have about 20 minutes to eat lunch and 20 minutes of recess. For this reason, make lunch easy (peel the fruit, remove the wrappers, etc. at home) so your child has enough time to eat his/her whole meal.    

Where does my child get milk?
If you did not register for milk at the time that you registered for school and would still like to purchase it, please contact the school office.

What if we cannot afford lunch or milk?
If you need financial assistance, please contact the school office.


RECESS


When does my child have recess?
Typically, kindergarten students do not have daily recess, but do play on the school playground occasionally. All students in 1st - 5th grades enjoy 20 minutes of recess either before or after they eat their lunch, depending on the grade level.

Who supervises recess?
Lunch supervisors are provided for both the lunchroom and the playground.


CLASSROOM INFORMATION


What are Red Oak’s Big Four?
The Big Four are Red Oak's behavioral expectations.  They are:
· Be Safe
· Be Respectful
· Be Ready to Learn
· Be a Problem Solver

When do I receive Progress Reports?
Progress Reports are provided at conference time, November and March, and at the end of the school year.  The final Progress Report will be mailed home in June.

What is the dual language program?  
The aim of the Dual Language Program is to provide a world-class education where children will become bilingual in Spanish and English while developing an understanding and an appreciation of multiple cultures. Children in the Dual Language Program experience the same District 112 standards-based curriculum as children in other classrooms. Students learn these subjects in both English and Spanish in a culturally rich setting.

How will my child’s birthday be observed?
Birthdays will not be celebrated with treats from home.  Each grade level has its own way to celebrate, and teachers will share this at Open House.  The Red Oak library also has a Birthday Book program where families can choose to purchase a book for the library in honor of the student’s birthday.  Information will be mailed home as your child’s birthday approaches.

What if my child forgets to bring something to school (lunch, instrument)? Who do I alert? Who alerts my child once I bring it to school?
If your child forgets something that he or she needs, you may bring it to the school office. The office will then make sure that your child receives the item.

What if my child forgets to bring home something from school, such as homework or a project?  Can we come back to school to pick it up? Until what time?
Yes, you may come back to school to pick it up.  Please do so by 4:00 pm.
 

SCHOOL SECURITY

What kind of security is there at Red Oak?
All visitors are required to sign in and out at the school office and wear a visitor’s badge while on school property.

What safety drills are held at school?
Red Oak practices a variety of drills over the course of the school year that includes but is not limited to: bus evacuation, fire drill/building evacuation, disaster/duck and cover, and lock down.   

VOLUNTEERING

What opportunities are there to get involved at Red Oak?
There are many volunteer opportunities at school.  You may volunteer in the Library, and you may be able to volunteer in your child's classroom.  Please let your child's teacher know if you would like to do so.  Also, the PTA is always looking for help.  Please visit their website (redoak-pta.com) for opportunities, or speak to one of the PTA presidents.
2011-2012 PTA Presidents
Randi Jaffe   		jaffe123@sbcglobal.net
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